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Moer Graciovs SOVEREIGN, 


ERMIT me, with all Humulity and 

Submiſſion, to lay at Your Majeſty 5 
Feet, the following Plans and Propoſals for 
Reducing the Extraordinary Expences of 
the Nation, and Gradually Ding the 
National Debt, 1 


I have the higheſt v for 
Your Majeſty s Perſon, Family, and Go- 
vernment, ſhould any Part of the following 
Sheets meet with Your Royal Approbation, 
it would be deemed the happieſt Event chat 


ever occurred to 
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Moſt Duriful, and 
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FOR REDUCING TRR 
 BXTRAORDINAY EXPENCES 
| -+ <2 wal x 
N A TT 1 
AND GRADUALLY pad OFF THE | 
NATIONAL DEBT. 
FI 0 aboliſh all Taxes; * the Land Tax, anc 
all Offices, except the Exchequer, Treaſury 


Admiralty, Navy, Victualling, Ordnance, War, Stamp 
Hackney Coach, and Pay Offices, and the Mint. 


To make London, and all other ports in England ; 


free Ports, 


Io ſupply the Taxes aboliſhed, to lay a Tax on 


- 


Houſes, only, according to their rent or value. 


The Land Tax to be One Shilling in the Pound in 
the time of P eace, and Two Shillings in time of War. 
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By thus aboliſhing all Taxes, except the Land Taxa 
and the propoſed Tax on Houſes only, ſome Millions 
would, in a few years, be ſaved by Officers Salaries, 
as few Officers would be required to colle& the 

above two Taxes, in compariſon to the number of Offi- 
cers now employed in managing and collecting the Re- 
' venues of this Kingdom. And, in fact, it might be ſo 
contrived,as to collect theſe two Taxes for a meer trifle, 
as ſuch numbers of Officers in the other departments 
aboliſhed, as hereafter mentioned, might be employed 
without, or at moſt, with a very ſmall additional Salary, 


above what they would be entitled to if this Plau ſhould 
be adopted. 


As it will be extremely hard to diſmiſs Revenue and 
other Officers, who have made themſelves and families 
eaſy in their Circumſtances from their Salaries and Emo- 
luments, proviſion ſhould be made for allowing ſuch 
Officers their full Salaries paid them by Government (at 
the time of their being diſmiſſed) during their reſpective 
Lives, and alſo a Proviſion for thoſe who have Grants 
of Places in Reverſion, 


By the death of Officers in Poſſeſſion and in Rever- 
ſion, in the courſe of a ſew years, there will undoubtedly 
be an immenſe ſaving to Government, which will enable 

them to pay off yearly ſums in diſcharging the National 
Debt. . 


It is apprehended ſome of the preſent Taxes | produce 
very little to Government, after the expence of collect. 
ing them are paid, — 


The | 


fa) 


The propoſed Tax to be laid on Houſes to be * 20. A | 


year for every Houſe of / 50. a year, and fo in propor- 


tion (except for Houſes of very low value.) 


This ſeems at firſt ſight to be an enormous Sum; bat 
when it is conſidered that all other Taxes, Duties, and 
Cuſtoms will be aboliſhed (except the Land Tax) the 
payer of the Houſe Tax, intended, will be a conſiderable 
gainer ;—for ſuppoſe a perſon or family to rent a houſe 
of V 50. a year, to keep one man and two maid ſervants, 
and the yearly expenditure amounts to L 200. a year 
only, it will be found, upen making a fair calculation, 
(as ſtated hereafter) that the Renter will pay upwards of 
30. a year for the Taxes and Duties already eſtabliſhed, 
as there is a Duty or Tax on almoſt every neceſſary ar- 
ticle of life. = 


Great numbers of Perſons who live in Houſes of , 50. 
a year only, expend more than / 1000. a year, the ad- 


vantages to them will be ten-fold, and therefore very 
readily paid; and as thoſe who live in Houſes from 


L So. to { 500. a year, generally expend, yearly, large 


ſums in proportion to their rent, or the value of the 


houſes they live in, the advantage to thoſe perſons or 
perfonages will be infinite, and therefore they can never 

murmur at this Houſe Tax, if they were to pay / 20. 
a year for every / 50. a year rent or value. 


Houſes under . 50. a year to be taxed in the ſame 


proportion as / 20. is to {| 50. or perhaps it might be 
more eligible to proportion the Tax of Houſes under 


£ 50. a year, in manner hereinafter mentioned. 
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| Notwithſtanding at firſt view the ok Houſe Tax. 
appears great (though it will be an immediate ſaving to. 
the payer) yet, if maturely conſidered, it will be of in- 

finite advantage to all claſſes of people, as this Tax will 
gradually decreaſe, as the Officers of the Revenue die; 
and perhaps in leſs than half a century there would re- 
main to be paid only a ſmall Tax for Land and Houſes : 
as for the Tax on Births, Marriages, and Burials, here- 
after ſet forth, it will be of ſuch advantage and conve- 
nience to all degrees of people, with regard to their pro- 
perty, it is preſumed it will be paid more chsarfully than 
any Tax heretofore impoſed ; and even this Tax, in 
time, be greatly lowered, and the twelfth and thirteenth 
claſſes intirely omitted, or at leaſt, a meer trifle paid for 
thoſe claſſes, in order to keep the Regiſter compleat and 


Tegular, as it often happens, perſons in thoſe two claſſes 


are entitled, on deaths, to conſiderable property, but 


for want of ſuch a Regiſter, may be deprived of that 
property, not being able to trace their affinity to the per- 


ſons dying. 


The advantages which would ariſe to this kingdom, 
by making London and all other Ports free, is ſo very 


obvious to every perſon, that there is no occaſion to 
mention it: But one great and good effect will certainly 


be derived from it, that the product of the Colonies, and 


all kinds of foreign merchandize, will become much more 


reaſonable and plenty than at preſent. 


It may eaſily be aſcertained, or at leaſt nearly, the 


amount of the yearly rents or values of the houſes in 
; _ this 


1 SY 

this kingdom, "of order iſſued from Parliament to the 
Veſtry Clerks, Clerks to the Commiſſions of the Land 
Tax, and Receivers of the preſent Houſe Tax, in every 
pariſh and place within the kingdom, to lay a groſs ac- 
count of the Rents rated or taxed reſpectively, before 


them. And as pariſhes have different modes of rating, each 


Veſtry Clerk, Clerk of the Land Tax, ſhould ſpecify 
reſpectively in their accounts, the mode of rating in 
their reſpective pariſhes and places, (as ſome of the 
pariſhes in the kingdom are rated to the poor at one half 
of the yearly rent or value, ſome at two thirds, ſome at 
| three fourths, ſome at four fifths, and. others at the 
rack rent, and in various other proportions) in order 
to aſcertain what the intended Houſe Tax will pro- 


duce. The accounts delivered in ſhould contain the 


amount of Rents from / 1. a year to { 5.—f 5. to 
£ 10.—L 10. to { 20.—f, 20. to £ 30.—f, 30. to 40. 


40. to £ 50. and the higher rents and values ſhould | 


be alſo diſtin guiſhed. 


The author of this is not at all qualified to ſet forth 
the annual amount of Officers Salaries, who would here- 
after be diſcontinued according to this Plan, but this 


might be eaſily obtained by a like order from Parlia- 


ment, to the proper Officer of each department under 


Government, to lay before them the particular or groſs 


amount of all ſuch Salaries reſpectively. | 


The greateſt objection to carrying this Plan into exe 
cution, will be, there being no fund to pay the intereſt 
af the National Debt, and the Officers ſalaries who be- 
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long to the ſeveral departments which are to be aboliſhed. 


In anſwer to which, it is preſumed that the Coach Tax, | 
Servants Tax, and Hackney Coach Tax, which are ex- 


pences of Luxury, with Stamp Duties, and Two Shil- 
lings in the Pound Land Tax, if continued for one 


year, together with what ariſes from the propoſed Ge- 
neral Regiſter, and other matters hereafter mentioned, 


would be amply ſufficient to defray thoſe expences, 
eſpecially as the Tax to be laid on Houſes muſt, 
at firſt, raiſe as large a Sum as will be equal to all 


other Taxes, Duties, and Impoſitions (except Land, 


Coach, Servants, Hackney Coach, Stamp Duties, and 
Regiſter Taxes) at preſent, and gradually decreaſe from 
time to time, as the National Debt is diſcharging, and 
which, in all probability would, in half a century, be 
reduced to a meer trifile : perhaps it might be ſufficient 
without the Two Shillings in the Pound out of the Land 


Tax (eſpecially as the intended Houſe Tax may be laid 
on this Seſſion, and be collected quarterly, an immediate 


fund will be provided, which, it is preſumed, will an- 


ſwer all purpoſes). But this cannot be decided upon, 


unleſs the nett receipts of the Coach, Servants, and Land 


Taxes, and the Stamp Duties are aſcertained, and com- 


pared with the ſalaries of thoſe Officers who are to be 
diſmiſſed, and the amount of the Intereſt which is now 
paid for Money due from Government. 


\ 


The Author of this Plan has been a Houſekeeper up- 
wards of Thirty Years, and upon an average has ex- 
pended, one year with another, about / 200. and finds 
that the Duties and Taxes he now pays, and has paid 
for ſome time, for the ſupport of Government, upon a 

| moderate 
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moderate calculation, amount to pn of £ 30. 2 
year (though he only rents a houſe of Z 50. a year, and 
never rented one at a higher rent) which will be plainly 
demonſtrated hereafter, as the Author has looked over 
all the Acts of Parliament which relate to Duties and 
Exciſe, and compared the Duties and Exciſe with the 
quantity of each article which he has expended in his 
family, at leaſt very nearly. 


The Author is very confident, that this Plan, or 
ſomething ſimilar to it, would have been carried into 
execution ſome years ago, if the Miniſtry and their 
friends would have conſented to relinquiſh their power 
and emoluments, which they received by having innu- 
merable Taxes and Duties (which by this Plan would 
have been very nearly annihilated) for it is well known, 
that as ſoon as a Tax or Duty was impoſed, additional 
Officers were appointed, or, at leaſt, the Officers then 
in the office where the Duties or Taxes were to be paid 
or received, had an augmentation of their reſpective ſa- 
 laries, and, of courſe, there was an augmentation of 
their reſpective perquiſites, fees, or other emoluments ; 
for it is to be obſerved, that though theſe perquilites, 
fees, or emoluments are not immediately paid by Go- 
vernment, yet the public, as individuals, pay tnem in 
the end; for every merchant, tradeſman, or other per- 
_ Jon, who diſburſe money to Officers for theſe articles, 
are ſure to make individuals reimburſe them, by an ad- 
vance of the different articles they deal in, or otherwiſe, 
By this increaſe of Officers and Salaries, the Miniſter 
was almoft {ure of carrying oy point in Parliament he 

propoſed 5 
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propoſed, as he always had it in his power to enrich and 


make friends in the Houſe of Commons; and on vacan- 


cies or general elections, procuring new members to be 


returned to their liking, as well as, in general, bring- 


ing in the old members, whoſe votes were certain to be 
in his favor. And theſe yery members, as well as new 
members, on any vacancy, or general election, were en- 
abled to ſupport their own elections, and be returned, as 
they had ſo many ſubordinate officers, who, if they could 
not appoint themſelves, would, on thir recommendation 
to the Miniſter, be Ro 


W part of the above power being taken away by a 
late Act of Parliament, which deprives Revenue Officers 


of their votes at elections, it is hoped one great obſtacle 
to this Plan is removed. 


As ſo much has been faid in disfayor of former Mi- 
niſtres, and ſo much in favor of the preſent, and as this 
country, as well as America, look up to the preſent Mi- 
niſtry for ſalvation, and expect ſomething very intereſting 
to be done for the public, this is the time for the preſent 


Miniſtry to tranſmit their names to poſterity, in that 


praiſe-worthy manner never before known in this nation, 
by adopting this, or ſome other Plan fimilar to it. For 


beſides the great ſaving propoſed by this Plan, it will 


make this kingdom formidable, nay even invulnerable, 


to its enemies. 


As it will not be poſſible till after the expiration of 


one year, — the adoption of this Plan, to form any 
judgment 


fs 


judgment of what the propoſed Houſe Tax will bring in; 
perhaps it may be prudent, at all events, to continue the 
Land, Coach, and Servants Tax, and Stamp Duty, for 
a year after the adoption of the Plan; and if there ſhould 
be a deficieney in the propoſed Houſe Tax, to make 
good that deficiency out of the above taxes; and if a 
ſurplus, ſuch ſurplus to be applied towards diſcharging 
the National Debt. 


Method propoſed for impofo ing the Houſe Tar: 


Houſes under A, 5. a year rent or value at 15: inthe pound. 
Houſes from / 5. to 10. ditto, — 1s. 6d. 

L 10. to 20. ditts — 25. 6d. 

£ 20. to 30. ditto — 35s. 6d. 

£ 30. to 40. ditto — 5s. od. 

40. to 50. ditts 75. 6d. 
ill houſes upwards of { 50. a year rent or value, at the 
ate of { 20. a year for every , 50. a year, which is at 
he rate of 85 in the pound, out of which deduct. 


£ g. 4. 

2 10 o a year for Window Lights, 

2 10 o ditto for Houſe Tax, 

1 1 oditto for Servants Tax, as perſons in ge- 
ral, who rent a houſe of L 59. a year; 
keep one man ſervant, ſome more. 


6 | | 
13 19 © remaining out of the / 20. a year Houſe 
x, or additional Tax, in lieu of other Taxes and 
ties, ſo that che payer of this Houſe Tax, who rents 


C 15 $50 


"8 
{ 50. a year, will be immediately benefited upwards of 
'T 10; 8 year, conſidering the Rates and Duties now 
paid by the occupier of a houſe of I 50. a year, amounts 
to upwards of / 30. annually; and if a perſon keeps his 
carriage, this Tax wilt alſo be ſaved in a ſhort time, if 
this Plan is adopted. „ ib 


Pee. TR OC - Tip * 


As the National Debt will, by this Plan, be gra- 
dually reduced, and, of courſe, the intereſt thereof, the 
Public will be gradually benefited, and in twenty or 
thirty years, as the preſent officers die, and ſums are 
paid off, in diſcharge of the National Debt, this Tax 
will alſa be reduced: Beſides this great advantage, all 
perſons who pay the preſent Land Wax will be greatly 
| bencfited, as that Tax would be no more than Two 
Shillings in the Pound in the time of war, and One 
Shilling in the time of peace; and the farmers and other 
renters of premiſes in general, would be alſo greatly be. 
nefited, as owners of land and other premiſſes might 
afford to lower their rents, which would occaſion provi : 
ſions of all kinds, and almoſt every neceſſary of life, to 
be much cheaper; for if farmers and perſons in trade pa 
high rents and great taxes, the conſumer muſt pej 
dearer for every article. 


W . 
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The Land Tax, as alſo the Houſe, Coach, Servant 
Hackney Coach, and Chair Taxes, and alſo the Stam 
Duties, (whilſt they exiſt) and alſo the Regiſter Ta 
to be paid immediately after the receipt thereof, into tl 
Exchequer, which will, in fature, ſave the great annu 


expense of Receivers . deo. 
| Wh 


1 

When any officer in thoſe offices which are to be 
continued, Cie, or reſign their places, to be filled up 

by thoſe of the diſmiſſed ofcers who are properly quali- 

fied, when their reſpective ſalaries, as diſmiſſed officers, 


Mould ecaſe. This will be a continual faying to Go- 
vernment, | 


As ſome officers in the revenue, and other places un- 
der Government, have little or no ſajary, their emolu- 
ments ariſing from poundage, or other perquiſities, ſome 
proviſion ſhould therefore be made for them during 


life. 


Perhaps it may not be. prudent to aboliſh all the offices 
(except thoſe hereinbefore mentioned to be retained) at 
once, therefore Government might begin with thoſe 
which are leaſt uſeful, and go on gradually, till the re- 
duction of the whole is compleated. 


The Author of this Plan having carefully examined 
the ſeveral Acts of Parliament refpecting Taxes, Duties, 


Exciſe, and Cuſtoms, finds, upon a moderate calcula- 
tion, that a perſon who rents a houſe of / 50. a year, 


and expends, on an average, Z 200. 4 year only, which 
has been his caſe. for upwards of Thirty Years, though 


he only rents a houſe of { 45. a year, now pays for 
ſuch Taxes, annually, as follows, viz. — For | 
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Alu 
Amber 5 
Anchovies - 
Apples 8 
Aſhes, Pearl 
Arrack - 
Barilla = 
Beaver Skins 

Beer 0 


Brandy = — 


Brick and Tiles 


Brimſtone — 
Buckram - 
Calli 
Cambrick « 
Coals 5 : 
Cards - 
Canes and Rattans 
Cole Seed — 
Cotton imported 
Candles 


Ditto Wax 


Carmeniæ Wool 


Cyder = 
Coffee = 
Chocolate " 
Dice - 
Drugs 8 
Carried over 
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Malt 4 


Mum 
Mead 
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included in Beer - 
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Carried over 


£. 5. d. 
Brought over 11 3 6 
Earthen Ware = 3— 
Flannel — — 
Flax Seed - - | — 2 
Grocery EE 
Glaſs 8 = — 5 
Goat Hire ent oa. 
Hops included in Beer . 
Herrings _—_ > = — 6 
Inſuran ne — 6 = 
India Goode — — 3 — 
Indigo 2 4 3 
Kettles * => 
Lace * 2 10 
Lamp Black —— 6 
Leather — — I 10 — 
Litmus 8 = 
Liquorice - — — — — 
Lime and Lemon Juice — 2 — 
Linen, F oreigh E 1 x ua 
Ditto-Scotch © + —— 
Ditto Printed z3— 
Ditto Engliſh = — I0 —- 
Madder 8 — — 2 
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Qrahall * . . - | : - 
Oyſters, Foreign _ — 


Oil LO -: - 


Pilthards. . - -_ = 
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Pagchment. _ =-.  -= 


Paper . — . 


Pearl Barley «= 2 
—A = _ <= 
Pitch and Tar. - 
_:- .- - 
Roſin | . — 
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Rum SY _» - | — 
Rape Seed importd 
Silk imported - 


Sail Cloth imported = 
Spices, various -" 
Soap A 
Salt ER ONGS.. 
Murch  —- 1 — 
Stamps „ 


Snuff EI ** ; = 


 Sugurincluded in Grocery - 


Tallow ditto in Candles 
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Necklaces and Bracelets 0 5 
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Brought over 23 3 — 

Tea _— - — 42 1 

Vinegar, Vinegar — 1 
and Verjuicſe = 

Wine | Q - 3 — — 

Wax imported = = — — — 

W halebone - „ 

Exciſe, at 10 per Cent. 1 10 — 


Servants Tax = - 1 
Window ditto = = - 2 16 — 
Houſe ditto . - - 4 10 - 
41 &: 6 
ic a Two Wheel Catriage be kept, it will be £ 39 18 6 
If a Four Wheel Carriage £42 18 6 


N. B. Many perſons who do not rent L 50. a year, 
keep Two Wheel . and many alſo keep Four 
Wheel Carriages. 


MN. „ Some of thoſe articles which have no ſums 


againſt them, may alſo be paid by perſons who do not 
rent a houſe above / 50. a year, or expend more than 
L200. a year, as alſo ſeveral other ſmall articles, whereon 


Duties, &c. are impoſed, which, perhaps, may amount 


| to 205, a year more than the above. 
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| The Author of this Plan has made the calculation 
of the Taxes, Duties, &c. paid by a perſon who rents 
L 50. a year, at the loweſt ; and he really believes, in 

general they will amount to more than £40. a year; ex- 


eluſive of any Carriage; 
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FOR RAISING 


x MILLION: 


B 1 
ANNUITIES FOR LIVES, 
WITH 


BENEFIT oF SURVIVORSHIP, 


(which makes Six Millions) be ſubſcribed, and 


the Government to grant Annuities for Lives, with 


Survivorſhip, at the rate of Fi ive per Cent. which at 


firſt, and for ſome years, will amount to Three Hundred 


Thouſand Pounds a Year, 


That as Annuitaiits die, the Three Hundred "Thou- 
| ſand Pounds to be paid to the Survivors, in proportion 
to the ſum ſubſcribed, for the term of Twenty Years, or 
until each ſurviving Annuitant receives Ten Pounds per 
Cent. for the money ſubſcribed by them reſpectively; at 
either of which periods, the ſum remaining (after pay- 
ment of ſuch Ten per Cent.) out of the Three Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds, to be paid into the Sinking Fund, 
for the ſervice of Government, or to be applied in pay- 
ing off any debts then due from Government, as ſhall 
be __ _ adviſcable, 
D- + 1 


HAT Sixty T heuſand One Hundred Pounds 
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That from and after the expiration of Tweity Years, 
or from the time the ſurviving Annuitants ſhall receive 
Ten per Cent on the money reſpeCtively ſubſcribed by 
them, to the term of Thirty Years, or to the time 
the ſurviving Annuitants ſhall receive Twenty per 
Cent. on the money reſpectively ſubſcribed by them, at 
either of which periods the ium remaining, after pay- 


ment of ſuch * per Cent. to be applied as afore- 
faid. | | | 


. 


That from and after the expiration of Thirty Vears, 
or from the time the ſurviving Annuitants ſhall receive 
Twenty per Cent. en the Money reſpectively ſubſcribed 
by them, to the term of Forty Vears, or to the time 
the ſurviving Annuitants ſhall receive Thirty per 
Cent. on the Money reſpectively ſubſcribed by them, 
at either of which laſt mentioned periods, the ſum re- 
maining, aſter payment of ſuch Thirty per Cent. to be 
applied as aforeſaid. 


That from and after the expiration of Forty Years, or 
from the time the ſurviving Annuitants, ſhall receive 
Thirty per Cent. on the money reſpectively ſubſcribed 
by them, to the term of Fifty Years, or to the time 
the ſurviving Annuitants ſhall receive Forty per Cent, 
on the money reſpectiyely ſubſcribed by them, at 
either of which laſt mentioned periods, the ſum remain 
ing, after deducting ſuch Forty per Cent. to be applied 
as aforeſaid, 


That from and after the expiration of Fifty Years, 
the ſurviving Annuitants ſhall receive Forty per Cent. 
0 
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on the money reſpectively ſubſcribed by them, for the 
remainder of their lives, provided that at the expiration 
of Fifty Years, the ſurviving Subſcribers ſhall be intitled 


to receive ſo much per Cent. at that period ; if not, ſo 
much per Cent, as the ſuryiving Annuitants will be in- 
titled to receive at that period; and on the death of the 
laſt Subſcriber, the whole ſum, or what remains unap- 


plied thereof in manner aforeſaid, to be * and diſ- 
poſed of as aforeſaid. 


This Plan may be extended to a larger ſum, or may 
be contracted, as ſhall be thought moſt adviſeable. 


As there are ſuch numbers of families in this kingdom, 


and in Ireland and Scotland, who have children from in- 
fancy up to fourteen or fifteen years, who, perhaps, 
have only life eſtates, or offices for life, or at pleaſure, 
and who are not likely to leave at their deaths, to ſuch 
children, enough even to ſupply the common n*ceſſa- 
ries of life, though they may be able, at the time of 
ſubſcribing, to ſpare One, Two, Three, Four, or Five 
Hundred Pounds for the future advancement of their 
children; the Author preſumes, few perſons thus circum- 
ſtanced, but what will embrace the opportunity, as it 


will be a ſure fortune to ſuch children if they live, and 


the longer they live, the greater their fortune will be; 
beſides, the parents or guardians may immediately re- 
ceive intereſt at Five per Cent. on the money advanced, 
which is as much as can or will ſhortly be legally made 
of their money; and the increaſe may alſo be received 
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hy ſuch parents or . during their lives, or the 


lives of their children or wards, or until ſuch children 
attain the age of ons, or are married. _ L 


Perſons to be at liberty to ſubſcribe as much as » they 
pleaſe on their children, or -own lives, or the life or 
lives of any other perſons, and their reſpeAive intereſts - 
* be aſßgnable. . | 


If Government think proper, they may give for each 
ſubſcription of One Hundred Pounds a Lottery Ticket, 
on the plan hereinafter: mentioned, and then, perhaps, 
this plan may be carried into execution at Three and a 
Half, or Four per Cent. inſtead of Five per Cent. ei- 
ther of which i is on much leſs terms than. Government 

has oy ſome time paſt nn N 


it Tt is ts, that in a few years — advantages 

i T would ariſe to Government, as it is preſumed perſons of 
various ages would ſubſcribe, and moſt perſons who were 
able, would ſubſcribe for their children, ſo that in Forty 
or Fifty Years the whole Six Millions, or the greateſt 

| | : = thereof, would fall into the hands of — 

j 


As the nation is ſo much involved 5 in debt, if Sixty, 
or One Hundred Millions, or even the whole amount 
of the National Debt, could be raiſed by Government 
on this plan, it would be of infinite advantage, as Go- 
vernment might lay out the money advanced thereon, in 
Purchaſing (by their agents) rock of various kinds; ; 

5 which 


K . 4 1 


Tt ax I 


uh if they zie Three and a Half, Foun, or even 
Five per Cent. on the firſt ſetting out of this plan, they 
cannot at preſent be looſers, but (if at Three and a Half) 
| gainers by ſuch purchaſes; and it is preſumed, that many 
perſons, who have intereſt i in the Stocks, would be wil- 
ling to transfer ſuch intoreſf into the hands of Govern- 
ment, at the preſent prices they would ſell far, on being 
allowed as above, at the firſt ſetting © out of the e plan, a and 
to increaſe gradually as aforeſaid. ; 

As the Annuitants die, and monies ariſing by the 
plan fall into the hands of Government, the public 
might, with the aid of the ſeveral matters before and 
hereafter ſet forth, in a very few years, be eaſed of 2 
great number of their "Taxes, Duties, Cuſtoms, and 
Exciſe, and in half a century, or lefs, they would be 
reduced to a mere trigle : : this would be an additional ad- 
vantage, to the ſurviving Annuitants, as well a8 others, 
as all the neceſſaries of life would be plenty and cheap. 


| Scheme 


3 35 
| Scheme of the propoſed Lottery, 


4 Prizes of {10,000 each, { 40, 0 


— 52000 — 40, oo00 0 
8 — 1,0 /ĩęodi — 40,000 
2000 — 500 — 100,000 
800 — IO — 8o, ooo 
1,500 — 50 — Zo, ooo 
35000 — 30 — 90,000 
6,400 — 20 — 128,000 
Firſt Dran —— x,000 
| Laſt Drawn — 1ę., ooo 
— — 
12, 054 Prizes 
47,946 Blanks | 
60, ooo Tickets, at J 10. each, © {£600,000 | 
. | _ = 


m—_— 


* * Not Four Blanks to a Prize, 


The fortunate perſons to be entitled to Annuities for 
their Lives, with Survivorſhip, after the rate hereinbefore 
mentioned, or / 150,000 to be deduted out of the 


£ 600,000 for the uſe of Government, and the expence 
of the Lottery. | 


PLAN 


N 


„ 
FOR CARRYING INTO EXECUTION A 


GENERAL REGISTER 


10 BE ESTABLISHED IN 
LONDON oz WESTMINSTER, 


Of BirTns, MARRIACESs, Burials, LitTERS of 
Arroxxzv, SEAMEN and SOLDIERS WILLS,. 
and PowERS OF ATTORNEY. 


HAT there ſhall be paid te the Clergyman, Ro- 
man Catholic Prieft, Spiritual Teacher, or 
others who Marry, Baptize, or Bury any Perſon, the 


following ſums, over and above the eſtabliſhed Dues to 


ſuch — &c. vix. 


1. By every Lord, Spiritual or Temporal, (2 2 0 


2. By every Scotch or Iriſh Peer, JI II 6. 


3. By every eldeſt fon of every Duke, Earl, or Viſ- 


count, who bears the title of Earl, Marquis, or 
Lord, by courteſy, or otherwiſe, { 1 11 6. 


4. By every Member of the Houſe of Commons, | 


£3 ut 
5 By every perſon of independent fortune, or who has 


any employment, place, penſion, or any other 


annual income of / 500. a year, or upwards, 


£1 Io. 


6. By every perſon who has any employment, place, 
kenſion, 


— ; 
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penſion, or any other annual i income of 200. a 
year, ind under / 500. a year, 10. 6d; 


7. By every Merchant, who rents a houſe or premiſſes x 


of „ 50, a year, or upwatds, 5. 6d. | 

8. By every Merchant or Dealer, who rents { 40. 4 
year, and under / 50. a year, 55. 

9. By every Shop» keeper, Retail 'I'radeſinen, Artificer, 


Mechanic, and every other perſon whatſoever, who | 
are Houſe-keepers, or rent L 30. a year, and under 


L 40. a year, 3s. 6d. 


10. By every Shop-keeper, Retail Tradeſmen, Artificer, | 


Mechanic, and every other perſon whatſoever, 


who are Houle-keepers, or rent £ 20. a year, and 


under „ 30. a year, 25; 6 d. 

11. By every Shop-keeper, Retail Tradeſmen, Artificer, 
Mechanic, and every other perſon whatſoever, who 
are Shop-keepers, or rent ( 10, a year, and undet 
1 20. a year, 27. 

12. By every Journeyman and Servant, whoſe earnings 
amount to 125. a week or upwards, Is. 

13. By every Labourer and Huſbandry Seryant, 6d. 


' Theſe Fees to be paid 6n Marriage, the Birth of every 
Child, and alſo on the Burial of each of them, and cach 
of their children, 


That every Clergyman, &c. ſhall twice in every year, 7 


Viz. Lady-Day and Michaelmas, or within one Month 


thereafter, remit to the General Regi/ler Office in London, 
the money he ſhall receive on the above account, and 
haye a proper dilcharge for the ſame; and at the ſame 


time 


Fw ] 


time tranſmit an account of the perſons ſo baptized, mar- 


ried, or buried by him or his predeceſlor, in caſe of death, 
in the following form; vis 


Pariſh of in the dioceſs of 
in the county of 
John James | 
and ee ad of October 1782. 
Winfted Sym 5 | 
= John Wilſon, Vicar. 


Pariſh of in the dioceſs of 
in the county of 


The Son of Baptized October roth, 1782, by 


Thomas and the name of Simon, 


Joan Wilſon, 


John James, of this pariſh (or the pariſh from 
whence the corps was brought) aged 53, or there- 
abouts, buried October 20th, 1782. 


J. W. Vicar. 


Mary, the wife of George Bent, of this pariſh (or 
the pariſh from whence the corps was brought) 
aged 41, or chereabouts, buried October 21 1782. 

| | J. W. Vicar. 


Thomas 1 the ſon of Matthew and Ja Jones, 
of this pariſh (or the pariſh from whence the 
corps was brought) aged 17, or thereabouts, bu- 

| ried October 22, 1782, 
: | J W. Vicar, 


E Mary 


J. W. Vicar. 
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rials, in England and Wales, atteſted by the Rector, 
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Mary Tones, the daughter of 1 and Jane 


Jones, of this pariſh (or the pariſh from whence 
the corps was brought) aged 17, or un, 


buried October 23d, 1 782. 
J. W. Vicar. 


It will be neceſſary to have fair and correct copies of 
all the preſent Regiſters of Births, Marriages, and Bu- 


Vicar, Curate, or other Miniſter, reſident in each re- 
ſpective pariſh or extra- parochial place, tranſmitted to the 


General Regiſter in London, within a limited time, in or- 


der to be preſerved there for perſons to have reſort to, in- 


ſtead of ſending into diſtant counties to make ſearches, 


and get copies of regiſters, which muſt be proved at a great 
expence, by a perſon attending to prove the ſame, where 


any matter is in diſpute in law or equity. 


The expence of copying the firſt Tegiſters ſo to be 


tranſmitted, will be conſiderable, which may be borne 


by each pariſh, and then the expence to individuals would 


be a mere trifle, 


* 


The books belonging to the ſeveral. pariſhes may be 
ranged according to the dioceſſes. i c 


The extracts to be ſent we the reſpective clergy- 


men, &c. without any expence, as they may be ſent in a 
cover; which cover ſhould come free to the principal 
regiſter, or his deputy. 


The money paid for the regiſters, to be remitted to the 


principal Regiſter, and by him paid into the Exchequer. 


That 


1 

That atteſted copies taken from this regiſter, ſhall be 
evidence in all courts whatſoever, being proved by affi- 
davit of the perſon who examines and ſees ſuch atteſted 
copies, ſigned by the proper officer at the General Re- 
giſter Office, in order to ſave the expence of a perſon at- 
tending at trials, far diſtant from London, to prove ſuch 
atteſted copies. | | 


As the antient original Regiſters will remain in the re- 
ſpective pariſhes, recourſe may be had to them as evi- 
dence, in the ſame manner as at preſent, where the Re- 
giſters are kept near to the place where the matter in 
diſpute is to be tried. 


Pleaſe to obſerve, that this plan is divided into thirteen 


different claſſes, and it is hoped, in an equitable man- 
ner, as the greateſt burthen will be borne by the rich or 


higher claſſes, and will be ſo trifling to perſons in their line 
of life, as not to effect them but in a very ſmall degree; 
and therefore it is ſubmitted, whether a larger ſum ſhould 
not be paid by the rich or higher claſſes, and the twelfth 
and thirteenth claſſes entirely omitted, though thoſe two 
claſſes, it is preſumed, would produce a very conſiderable 
ſum annually, as the perſons who compoſe them are 
extremely numerous.; and perhaps it might be thought 
reaſonable to ſubſtitute in the room of thoſe two claſſes, 
men ſervants, out of, as well as in livery, according to 
their reſpective wages; for theſe claſies of people are 
in a mueh more eligible ſituation than thoſe perſons who 


compoſe the twelfth or thirteenth claſſes, as their wages, 


cloaths, board, and other advantages, far exceed the in- 
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come of the individuals of thoſe claſſes, and even many 
induſtrious tradeſmen in the lower claſſes of life, eſpe- 
cially at this time, when all the neceſſaries of life are ſo 
extremely dear. By throwing tho greateſt burthen on the 
higher claſſes, great honour will redound to thoſe who 
may be inſtrumental in carrying this plan into execu- 

tion, as the public will be convinced the poorer ſort of 
people are conſidered in this . by not being made 
liable thereto. | 


With regard to the regiſtering Letters 4 Attorney, | 
che entries may be as — viz. 


LETTERs, or PowW ERS of ATTORNEY, 


Date Parifh of in the Dioceſs of 
in the County of | | 
From George Wilſon, of Lewis, Gent. to James Jones, 
E of London, Gent. for receiving Rents. 
— John Thompſon, of to William Smith, of 
for Executing Deeds. 
— A, B. of to C. D. of for proving and 
receiving Debts under Commiſſions of Bank- 
ruptcy, „ : 
— E. Ff. of toG.H.of for Receiving Debts. 
I. K. of to L. M. of to prove a Will. 
— N. O. of to P. Q. of to receive a Legacy. 
P. Q. Soldier in Regiment, to R. S. of 
1 to receiye Prize Money. 5 
R. S. of his Majeſty's Ship to T. W. of 
to receive Wages and Prize Money. 
: Theſe 


L 29 J 
Theſe entries to be made in a book to be kept for 
that purpoſe by the Rector, Vicar, Curate, or Miniſter, 
& c. who reſides in the pariſh where the Letter of Attor- 
ney is executed, and who ſhould always be a ſubſcribing 
witneſs thereto, and to be tranſmitted as aforeſaid. 


One ſhilling to be paid for each regiſter to the perſon 
who makes the regiſter, and one ſhilling to be paid for 
the entry of the regiſter at the General Regiſter ; which 
zs alfo to be paid to the clergyman who makes the Re- 

giſter, and be remitted as aforeſaid, 


With regard to common ſeamen and ſoldiers wills, 
they ſhould be executed in the preſence of the Rector, 
Vicar, Curate, Church-warden, or Church wardens of 
the pariſh or place where ſuch ſeamen or ſoldiers ſhall 
reſide at the time of making ſuch will, and an entry 


made thereof in the following form; and if ſuch ſeamen _ 


| ſhould give a Power of Attorney to receive their wages 
or prize money during their abſence, the ſame ſhould be 
executed as above; as alſa, ſoldiers Letters of Attorney 


to receive prize money, 


The entry for a ſoldier or failor's will my be as fol» 


lows, Viz. 
| Pariſh of 4M the County of 
Will of A. B. Soldier in Regiment, C. D. Exe- 
cutor. Dated the Day of 


Wim of E. F. Seaman, belonging to his Majeſty's ſhip 


5 G. H. Executor. Dated 
As 


5 —— —— — 


+ , 
, 
2 —— — — "= 2 — — — — — 
FF ˙²˙Ü v A ² Stet oi OE De Err dirs. oo en LPs 


| 
1 
1 
| 
, 


” 


> 
—— 


— — ——— 


— — 


3 * * — — - 


MC — 


„ OC oO FRED — 
20% trot e 197 Eo a EIT fon 


— 


i 
, 
19 

Th 

1. 

1 7 
1 
1 
191 
'z 1 
1 
[4 
ia 
« 

* / 

4 \ 
* 
4 
E417 

4 : 

N * 
1 1 
| : 

1 

. 

7 1 
: 1 
} 'Y » 

1 

Ne, 
n 

4 

i 
” [0 
3418 
/3\ 

[3 ii 

7 q 

1. 
1 N 
4 bs 

W118 

k TH 
i 117 
4 1 

192 

B + 

wo AP 

Ft * 
by - 1156 
+ , U 

I 
i * 

h ' 

$1162 

1 73 
2 f 

' 4 
5 
5 „ 
5 

U * * 
. F 
. 
4 
1 1 

4 1 
44. 
5 . 
£11198 

vi 

'V 1 

| — 

1 19 

* . 

K 3 

1 * 
5 1 
bl 
14 4 
: 


| Liſtered i in the ſaid office.” 


© 

As to wills executed abroad, or on board of ſhips, the 
captain or his clerk in a man of war, and in a merchant 
hip or privateer, the captain, or the perſon next in 
command; if abroad, the governor or chief magiſtrate, 
to be one of the ſubſcribing witneſſes; and in either of 
the ſaid caſes, a ſhort abſtract or certificate, in the form 
hercinbefore ſet forth, ſhould be ſigned by the perſon 
above deſcribed, and tranſmitted as ſoon as may be, by the 
executor or attorney, or other party concerned, or his 
agent, to the General * in order to be there re- 
giſtered. 


With regard to ſailors and ſoldiers in the laſt- mention 
ed inſtances on board of ſhips, or beyond the ſeas, no 
fee to be paid on executing Letters. of Attorney or Wills, 
but the uſual fee to be paid on regiſtering. 


Perhaps it may be proper, as a direction to parties con- 
cerned, to underwrite ſuch abſtract or certificate as fol- 
lows ; viz. This Letter of Attorney, or Will (as the 
caſe may be) together with the abſtract or certificate 
annexed, to be forwarded to the General Regiſter office 
-in London, as the ſame will be of no effect till re- 


For regiſtering of Seamen and Soldiers Wills and 
Powers of Attorney, the clergyman, &c. is to receive 


only Six-pence, and Six - pence for the entry in the Gene- 


ral Regiſter Office. 


The clergymen &c. who make the regiſters, and receives 


and remits the money, to be allowed poundage, which 


may be retained by them out of the money received. 
| RE ASON 8 


R E A S. © W © 
roR 20x 424.75 
GENERAL REGISTER 
7 
LONDON oz WESTMINSTER. 


HE great loſſes and inconveniencies which ſo fre- 

T quently happen to his Majeſty's ſubjects, both in 
England and in the Colonies, for want of ſuch a Re- 
giſter, are ſufficiently atteſted by Advertiſements often 
Inſerted in News-Papers, for heirs, next of kin, or legal 
repreſentatives of perſons who are dead ; as alſo by fre- 
quent trials and diſputes in Courts of Law and Equity, 
for property; likewiſe by executions for forging Letters 
of Attorney, and Wills, not only of Sailors and Sol- 
diers, but of other Perſons, which, by the propoſed 
General Regiſter, and a proper indorſement on the 
back of the reſpective inſtruments, it is apprehended 
would in a great meaſure be prevented. 


The great advantages that would ariſe by ſuch Regiſ- 
ter, to Diſſenters, Roman Catholics, Quakers, Anna- 
baptiſts, and other ſects (few of whom have any regular 
Regiſter, many of them none) it is preſumed, would in- 
duce thoſe ſects to pay, very freely, a ſmall ſum for each 


Regiſter, as for want thereof, many of them have been, 
and may be, involved in ſuits, and, in many inſtances, 


dy of their een 
| c 
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Tt fr-quently happens that Regiſters, even thoſe of the 
eſta + iſhed church, are left to the care of low, and ſome- 
times very illiterate perſons, ſuch as the pariſh clerk, 
ſexton, their wives, &c. and many frauds and loſſes have 
been occaſioned by theſe fort of people, being tempted 
by a bribe, to deſtroy regiſters, or parts of them. 


As it very often happens that frauds are committed by 
perſons forging Letters of Attorney, for receiving Sai- 
lors Wages and Prize Money, and Soldiers Prize Money, 
and by perſons combining together to give Letters of At- 
torney, to receive money, rents, &c. and after the money 
is received, deſtroying ſuch Letters of Attorney, whereby 
the perſon who was indebted is liable to pay the ſame over 
again; would it not be proper that all ſuch Letters of 5 
Attorney ſhould be regiſtered, as alſo all Sailors and Sol- 
diers Wills, Letters of Attorney for executing Deeds, 
proving Debts under Commiſſions of Bankruptcy, prove. 
ing Wills, &c. &c. &. 


If ſuch Regiſters were eſtabliſhed by law, they would 
prevent many frauds, and yearly bring in a very con- 
ſiderable ſum to Government, and be greatly to the caſe 
and ſecurity of the — 


The Author of the two Plans (viz. for ſubſtituting a 
Houſe Tax in lieu of all other Taxes, and the General 
Regiſter) if they ſhould be adopted, has endeavoured to 
_ eaſe, as much as poſlible, the lower or poorer claſſes of 
| people, which he hopes will be thought laudable, eſpe- 
cially at a time when all * neceſſaries of life are ſo ex · 
| tremely 
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tremely dear, particylarly bread; and indeed, by eaſing 
the poor, it may be truly ſaid the rich, the midling claſs 
and trade in general, receive, in many reſpects, great be- 
nefit, for if the poor are eaſed, and greater plenty of the 
neceſſaries of life are produced, ſo many of them woul1 
not throw themſelves on their reſpective pariſhes, and 
of courſe the enormous poor rates now paid, would be 
conſiderably lowered, and labor become much cheaper. 


With regard to the propoſed General Regiſter, the 
Author is of opinion, that ſuch a Regiſter ſhould he eſta- 
bliſhed, as he has in the courſe of near Forty Years 
practice as an Attorney and Solicitor in Chancery, met 
with maſt of the inconveniencies and difficulties ſtated 
in the hefore mentioned reaſons for eſtabliſhing ſuch Re- 
giſter, he having had frequent occaſions to ſearch Regiſters 
in London and Middleſex, and ſeveral other counties in 
England, the manner of keeping which Regiſters in ge- 
neral are ſo irregular, that it is very ſeldom poſſible to 
make out a pedigree, by reaſon of frequent chaſms in 


ſuch Regiſters, by burning, tearing out leaves, or other- 
wile, 
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PROPOSAL 


FOR 


Obliging Perſons who carry on Txavz, without 
having ſerved a REGULAR APPRENTICESHIP, 
to take out an Annvar Licexce, by which a 

conſiderable Sum will be raiſed Yearly, for 
the Service of GOVERNMENT. 


IHE Author, who has always been ſtudious to 
FT eaſe the poor, and to point out taxes to be 
laid in the moſt equitable manner, obſerves, that there 
is a great hardſhip on part of the trade and manufac- 
tures of this kingdom; he means thoſe who have ſerv- 
ed regular apprenticeſhips, and their parents, guardians, 
or friends, have been at the expence of bindiug them 
_ apprentices, giving a premium on ſuch binding, paying 
the ſtamp-duty on indentures, and ſuch premium, and 
providing cloaths and other neceſſaries during their ap- 
prenticeſhip, and when they are out of ſuch apprenticeſhip, 
and ſet up in their reſpective trades or occupations, any 
other perſon or perſons may ſet up the ſame trade or occu- 
pation, which he or they (who has or have ſerved a regu- 
lar apprenticeſhip) follow and exerciſe, next door to him 
or them, or in the ſame ſtreet, place, or town, witbout 
having ſerved an apprenticeſhip, to the great prejudice of 
him or them who has or have ſerved a regular apprentice- 
ſhip or apprenticeſhips, which often prevents parents and 
' guardians from binding their children or wards appren- 
| _ tice, 
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tice, and is 2 manifeſt loſs to the Stamp, Duties ; for, if 
every perſon who has not ſerved a regular apprenticeſhip, 
was to be excluded ſetting up and carrying on any trade 
or occupation, greater numbers, it is preſumed, would be 
put out apprentice, and the ſtamp duties would, of courſe, 
be much increaſed, by means of the Ramps on the in- 


dentures, and the poundage upon premiums paid on bind- 
ing * 


That as perſons who are called Hawkers and Pedlars, 
are obliged to take out and pay for an annual Licenſe, 
it it but reaſonable, that thoſe perſons who carry on 
any profeſfion, trade, or manufacture, and who have 
not ſerved a regular apprenticeſhip, ſhould pay ſomething 


annually to Government. 


That as perſons who carry on profeſſions of various 
kinds, as alſo merchandize, or manufactures, and trade, 
without having ſerved a regular apprenticeſhip, are ſup- 
poſed to be more numerous than thoſe ſet up in bufi- 
neſs, who have ſerved a regular apprenticeſhip, it is 

; propoſed that thoſe perſons who have not ſerved regu- 
lar apprenticeſhips, ſhould be obliged to take out a 
licence annually, at the Hawkers and Pedlars, or Stamp 
' Office 3 and to pay for ſuch licenſe at the rate of Six- 
pence in the Pound, according to the rent or value of 
the houſes or places wherein the buſineſs is carried 
on, or be prohibited from carrying on their buſineſs ; 

This would raife a very conſiderable ſum for the ſer- 
vice of Government (as the receiving and managing what 

is paid for ſuch Licences, might be put under the direction of 
S | the 
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the Comm iſſi ioners aud other officers belonging to the Hawkers 
and Pedlars, or Stamp Offices, without ary addition to their 


ſalaries) and be the means hereafter of increaſing the 
Stamp Duty; as parents and guardians would be more ready 
to put their children or wards apprentice, as they would be 
- apprized of paying for the licenſe annually, when they carry 


on any ꝓrofeſſion, merchandize, manufacture, trade, or bu- 
ſinels, without having ſerved a regular apprenticeſhip, 


Thatevery perſon who has not ſerved a regular appren- 


ticeſhip, ſhould be obliged to take out and pay for ſuch 


licenſe within a limited time, or be ſubject to a penalty; 
and every perſon, before he obtains ſuch licence, ſhould 
make oath before the Commiſſioners who grant ſuch li- 


cences, of the rent or value of the houſe or place wherein he 


carries on his profeſſion, trade, or buſineſs; which oath the 
ſaid Commiſſioners ſhould be impowered to adminiſter. 


1. order to aſcertain what the intended Houſe Tax 


| and Regiſter Tax will raiſe, and to make a compa- 
riſon between the preſent Taxes, and the new intended 
Taxes, and thoſe which are to be continued, and diſ- 


continued, the following Accounts ſhould be produced 
to Parliament, via. 


How many millions of people: are in England, as near as 


may be. 


How many thereof are ſuppoſed fo be born and die one 


year with another, 5 
What 


TT» 


What is the preſent annual amount of the Land Tax e 24 
collected. 


Ditto Houſe Tax. 

Ditto Window Tax. 

Ditto Servants Tax. | 

Ditto Wheel Carriage Tax. | 

Ditto Duty on Hackney Coaches and Chairs. 

Ditto Stamp Duties, Wine, and Spirituous Liquor, Li- 
cences, and Licences for Poſt-Chaiſes, and Horſes let 

to hire, and Hawkers and Pedlars Licences. 

An Account of the annual expence of collecting and ma- 

naging the above Taxes and Duties, NE and 

diſtinctly. . 

The groſs amount of all Duties an Exciſe for the laſt 
Five Years, diſtinguiſhing the amount of each ſeparate 
article in each year, and, as near as may be, the expence 
of managing each reſpective article of Duty or Exciſe, 

and the nett produce received 'by Government from each. 


1 theſe laſt antichen cannot be obtained in ſo particular 
a manner, as to diſtinguiſh the nett produce of each article 
ſeparately, then the groſs amount of the expence and nett 
produce on all Cuſtoms, Exciſe, and other Impoſitions. 


: An Account of the amount of all Taxes and Duties ſe- 
parately. 5 

An Account of the National Debt, Liftinguiſhing each 
Stock and Loan, and how much per Cent. per Ann, is 
paid for each Stock or Loan, ſo as to ſee what the In- 
tereſt of theN ational Debt amounts to; and when the ſe- 
veral long, ſhort, and other Annuities walh _— re- 
* ; 
ſpectively. 19 8 
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* The Author of theſe Plans and Propoſals having 
reviſes that which reſpects the aboliſhing of all Taxes, 
except the Land Tax, is of opinion (from ſome informa- 
tion he has received reſpecting the rents or values of the 


houſes in this kingdom, and other matters) that ſuch Plan 


cannot compleatly be carried into execution ſo ſoon as he 
had hopes and expectations that it might, on the firſt form- 


ing that Plan; but if a beginning was to be made, by re- 
taining thoſe Taxes and Offices which he has mentioned 


in ſuch Plan, with the addition of the Regiſter and Licence 


Taxes, and continuing the Duties and Exciſe on thoſe 
articles which may be deemed ſpecies of luxury, or near- 
eſt thereto, and alſo on thoſe articles whick are the leaſt 
burthenſome to the poor, and the public at large, he 


preſumes ſuch Plan will gradually make its way, to the 
great eaſe, ina very: mort time, of the public. | 


The * on which Duties and Exciſe ſhould be 


continued, might be as follows, VIZ. 


Allum T Ri Rattans 
Amber . 5 Cards — to be double the 
Anchovies r 

Apples imported Carpets imported 

Arrack . Chocolate 

Beaver Skins Cocoa Nuts 

Books imported | Coffee 

Brandy Cotton imported 
'Buckram -  Dice—tobe double he pre- 
earn 
Cambrick imported Flannel imported 
Candles Wax Flax Seed imported 

Ditto Spermaczti Glaſs— though the duty is 


9 | highs 
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high, it has but little ef- 


fect on the poor 

Goats Hair 

Hats imported 

Hemp and Hemp Seed i im- 

ported 

India Goods of all ſorts | 

Inſurance—though a heavy 
article, it does not much 
affect the poor 

Lace imported 

Lime and Lemon Juice 

Linen, Foreign 

Liquorice 

Mead 

Mines 

Mum 

Muſlin 

Necklaces, and Bracelets of 

Glaſs, imported 

Oil 

Oyſters, Foreign 

Paper 

Parchment 

Pictures imported 


Rape Seed imported 

Rice 

Roſin 

Rum 

Salt—this cordiindy ts not 
luxury, but the duty is 
not ſeverely felt by the 
poor, as a pound will 

ſerve a family of five or ſix 
a conſiderable time 

Salt Petre 


Stamp Duty 


Silks, raw and manufac- 
tured, imported | 
Tea 


| Timber imported 


Tobacco 
Wines, Foreign 
Ditto, Engliſh 


 Whalebone 


The Duty on Licences for 


Poſt Chaiſes, and Horſes 


let to hire, and on Wine, 


Spirituous Liquor, Beer, 


and Ale Licences. 


Tf the firſt Plan ſhould be adopted on theſe principles, it 


will very ſhortly be a great ſaving in Officers ſalaries, and, 


in a great degree, prevent the pernicious practice of ſmug- 
gling, as there would be no occaſion toemploy ſo many Of- 
ficers as are at preſent employed; and as the preſent Officers 
die, reſign, or are removed, the buſineſs might be carried on 
by the ſurvivors, and no more Officers to be appointed on 
deaths, reſignations, or removals, until there is an abſolute 
necefliſity for ſo * ſq that the * Officers may, 


from 
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from time to time, gradually riſe in each reſpective office, 
as his ſuperior, or next Officer above him, dies, reſigns, or 


is removed, being properly qualified for that purpoſe. 


If the preſent age have any regard for poſterity, it is hoped 


theſe Plans or Propoſals, or ſome or one of them, will be 
adopted, and carried into execution, even if it ſhould be 
thought, for ſome few years, it would be a ſmall additional 
burthen to ſome individuals (eſpecially as the poor would 
be greatly eaſed, which is an object worthy the conſidera- 
tion of every humane breaſt) beſides, whata glorious acqui - 
ſition would i it be to thoſe, who ſhall cauſe theſe Plans to be 


carried into execution, to have their names recorded and 
delivered down to poſterity, as the ſaviours of that poſterity. 


As the Author 1s very conſcious of his inability to intro- 
duce to the public, Plans and Propoſals of the great extent 
of the foregoing, compleat; and as he doubts not but that 
he has been guilty of many errors, miſtakes, and i inaccura- 
Lies therein, it being his firſt eſſay, he hopes the public 
will excuſe them; and he will bo much obliged to any of 
the readers of the foregoing ſheets, for any hints, opinions, 


or obſervations for improving or amending them, if any 


part of them ſhould be thought worthy of conſideration. 


The Author fully intended to have publiſhed the moſt 


material parts of the foregoing laſt Autumn, but was de- - 
ſirous, before he did ſo, to have the opinion of ſome 


perſons in high power, and better judgment than him- 


ſelf, to whom he ſent copies, ſome of which were never 
returned, and none of them with any opinion or anſwer, 


{though by letter he frequently preſſed it) and he never 


got any copy returned till very lately. 


1 8. 
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SUPPLEMENT. 


| \ S it has often been under contemplation to eſtabliſh 


Regiſters of Conveyances of Eſtates, as alſo of | 


Mortgages, Wills, Judgments, &c. in every County in 
: England, in the ſame manner as theſe for the County 
of Middleſex, and the Ridings of Yorkſhire, and the 
Author of the foregoing ſheets being always of opinion, 
that ſuch Regiſters would be of infinite advantage and 
eaſe to the public, as titles to, and incumbrances on 
eſtates, both freehold and leaſehold, might be eaſily en- 


quired into, and many frauds and forgeries prevented; as 


it often happens eſtates, both frechold and leaſehold, are 
mortgaged and incumbered by judgments, and otherwiſe, 
more than once, and ſometimes to much more than the 
value of ſuch eſtates. — Many of theſe circumſtances have 
occurred to the Author, in his practice of an Attorney 
and Solicitor (near forty years.) 


If ſuch Regiſters were eſtabliſhed in every Coney in 


. England, it would be the means of preventing ſuch frauds 
and forgeries; the Author therefore propoſes, that ſuch 
Regiſters be forthwith eſtabliſhed ; and that, upon mak- 
ing of each Regiſter, the perſon who makes the ſame, 
ſhould pay a certain ſum for the ſervice of Government, 
which would raiſe a very conſiderable ſum for ſuch ſer- 
vice, eſpecially at their firſt eſtabliſnment, and for ſome 
time afterwards, as every perfon who is, or ſhall be, in- 
titled to freehold or leaſehold eſtates (of value, and not 
at rack. rents) ſhould be obliged to make a Regiſter of 
ſuch eſtates; and as the firſt regiſter in all caſes ſhould 
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have the preference, it is cd very few perſons 
would have any objection to making ſuch Regiſters, as it 
would be the means of ſecuring their property to them- 
ſelves and their families. 

As what would be paid for the ſervice of Government, 
for making theſe Regiſters, would be paid by perſons of 
property, it would not, in any degree, be felt fo ſeverely 
as the generality of the Taxes now in being are, as the | 
poor would be exempt from theſe payments. 

It is well known great quantities of Coals are yearly 


ſent to foreign markets, by which means the price of that 


very neceſſary article is greatly enhanced to the poor 
and manufacturers of this kingdom; would it not there- 


fore be proper to lay a tax or duty on all coals exported 


to foreign parts? 

If ſuch a tax or duty was laid, it is e it would 
raiſe a conſiderable ſum for the ſervice of Government, | 
and be the means of lowering the price of Coals in this 
kingdom : : and ſurely i it is but reaſonable, that a tax or 
duty ſhould be paid for this article by foreigners, as the 
people of this kingdom pay ſo great a duty therefor. 

Theſe two articles have occurred to the Author ſince 
the foregoing ſheets were printed, and he now. offers 
them to the public; and notwithſtanding proviſion is 
made for paying the intereſt of the twelve millions bor- 
rowed for the ſervice of Government, he humbly con- 


ceives, if either of theſe propoſals are adopted, the money 


ariſing thereby may be applied to leſſen ſuch taxes as may 
be thought moſt grievous to the poor. The Author is 
happy to obſerve, that the Houſe of Commons have, in 
part, adopted one of his foregoing Plans, viz. a Tax on 
Births, Marriages, and A | 
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PROPOSALS 
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| SEVERAL ARTICLES rox TAXATION. 


By GEORGE BO x, 


Author of Plans for Reducing the Extraordinary Expences of 
the Nation, and gradually paying off the National Debt, &c. 


publiſhed in July, 1783. 


S by the Act paſſed (in 1783) to prevent the 

5 \ Smuggling of Foreign Spirituous Liquors, in- 
numerable permits muſt be granted on the fale or re- 
moval thereof, if each permit was to be chargeable with 
a ſtamp duty, it is preſumed a conſiderable ſum would 
be raiſed for the ſervice of government : and as great 
quantities of foreign wines are annually ſmuggled, if 
the venders of ſuch wines were obliged, likewiſe, ta 
take out a ſtamped permit for each parcel vended, in 
proportion thereto, above two gallons, it is preſumed 
it would be very productive. And it this tax was to be 
extended to Britiſh ſpirits, and low wines and ſweets 
made in England, it would be the means in ſome mea- 
ſure to prevent frauds committed in the Britiſh diſtil- 
lery, and by the makers and venders of low wines and 


ſweets, and be alſo productive. Theſe taxes would cer- 


tainly be no burthen to the poor, as all theſe liquors 
muſt be eſteemed articles of luxury. 


| As the ſpirit for building in and about this metro- 
polis, and many other parts of the kingdom, has raged 
for many years, and is fill raging, to the ruin of great 


numbers 
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numbers of perſons, who had not, nor have money 
ſufficient to carry on and finiſh the buildings which they 


have begun, and who frequently borrow money on the 
buildings which they begin to erect, but never finiſh 


the ſame, to the great loſs of thoſe who lend their mo- 
' ney, it is preſumed ſome check ſhould be put to the 


progreſs of buildings in future; and therefore if a heavy 
tax was to be laid on bricks, tiles, timber, and other 
materials in new buildings, and thofe which at this 
time remain unfiniſhed, (hut not on materials for re- 
* any buildings already finiſhed, if no additional 
building is added thereto) it would, in ſome degree, 
ſtop the progreſs of building, and be productive of an 


annual ſum for the ſervice of government. 


Te number of carriages and horſes kept for plea- 


ſure and convenience of the opulent and wealthy part 
of this kingdom being very great, if a tax was laid on 


| horſes drawing coaches, chariots, poſt-chaiſes, phae- 


tons, ſingle-horſe chaiſes, and all other carriages kept 
for pleaſure or convenience, or for hire ; as alſo on ſad- 
dle—horſes kept for pleaſure or convenience, or let to 
hire, and likewiſe on their ſaddles and bridles, it would 


raiſe a conſiderable ſum for the ſervice of government, 
and be no additional burthen on the poor; as it is appre- 


hended no poor man can keep a carriage or horſe for 
pleaſure.— This tax not to extend to horſes uſed ſolely 
in trade, manufactures, or huſbandry ; but if uſed ſome- 
times therein, and at other times for pleaſure or conve- 
nience, the owners of ſuch horſes to be ſubject to this tax, 


The great number of two-wheet carriages in and 
about London, and alſo on the ſea- coaſts, particularly 


on thoſe of Eſſex, Suſſex, Kent, and Hampſhire, which 


are fitted up very neat, and have neither the appear- 
ance of a fingle-horſe chaiſe, or whiſkey, but between 
both ; and being made in this form, the duty is evad- 


ed, under pretence of being carts, and uſed in trade; 


but, in fact, where they are once uſed in trade, they are 
uſed en times for pleaſure. On the ſea coaſts they are 
principally made ule of in ſmuggling dry and light goods, 
ſuch as lace, cambrick, muſlin, tea, and various other - 
f 1 | ticles, 
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ticles. This occaſions a double loſs to government, as 
it loſes not only the duty which ought to be paid for 


ſingie-horſe carriages, but alſo the duty on the goods fo 


ſmuggled, and occaſions the pernicious practice of ſnug- 


gling to be increaſed : it is therefore preſumed, if a heavy 


tax was laid on theſe ſet of carriages, it would raiſe an» 
nually a ſum for the ſervice of government, and in ſome 
meafure decreaſe ſmuggling. 


The author of the above-mentioned Plans and theſe 
Propoſals, is very ſenfible, that the privilege of Par- 
liament is a very nice and delicate ſubject to write 
upon; but he hopes he ſhall be excuſed in this inſtance, 
and that no peer of this realm, or member of Parlia- 
ment, will think it derogatory to his honour or privi- 

lege, to give up a part of that privilege, at a time when 
the nation is ſo greatly involved in debt, and the taxes, on 
the poor in particular, are fo exceſſive the author means 
the privilege of franking letters, whichſogreatly decreaſes 
the revenue of the polt-ofice. He does not mean that 
the privilege of franking ſhould be totally annihilated, 
but to limit it to all letters received by the general poſt 
by peers or members, as well as to thoſe ſent by peers 
or members to their agents, or correſpondents, on buſi- 
neſs, or to any other perſons, on matters concerning 
themſelves. This would be a very great ſaving to go- 
vernment, and be the means of preventing a great deal 
of trouble to peers and members in franking covers. 
If this ſhould not be approved of, ſuppoſe all let- 
ters franked by peers or members (except thoſe ſent 


by peers or members as before-mentioned) ſhould 


be liable to pay half the accuſtomed poſtage only, it 
would be a conſiderable ſaving to government. —lIf ei- 


| ther of theſe plans are adopted, it will be neceſſary for 


the peer or member who franks, to make ſome mark 


on the direction of the letters, to diſtinguiſh which are 


from themſelves to their correſpondents. 


If government were to take the tolls received at the 
ſeveral turnpikes, and raiſe ſuch tolls to double what 
they are at preſent, it would raiſe a very conſiderable 
ſum for the uſe of' government, and not be the leaſt 
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burthenſome to the poor.— All waggons, carts, or cars 
riages, uſed for carrying goods, merchandize, or pro- 
viſions, as alſo cattle, ſheep, and ſwine, to pay only the 
preſent tolls. | . 

Perhaps it may be more prudent at preſent to raiſe 
the rolls only one halt more than are now paid, and to 
Guvble them another year, if the exigencies of govern- 
ment ſhould require it.— Even this advance of half the 
preſent tolis will raiſe a large ſum annually, as the col- 
lectors and other officers, who are employed by the 
| truſtees of the ſeveral rurnpikes, and who are paid ſa- 
tries or wages, will be ſufficient to collect the addi- 
tional tolls, and keep the accounts thereof, without 
any, or at leaſt but a very little expence to government, 
more than what is at preſent paid on that account ; ſo 
that government would receive the whole benefit of 
the additional tolls (except a trifling part) for their uſe, 
befides what may be ſaved by good management from 
the tolls now paid; and there is no doubt but that a ſuf- 
ficient number of public ſpirited gentlemen may be 
found in each county to act as truſtees, as they at pre- 
ſent do, without any falary. | 

As this additional tax will be no Far goed burthen to 

e 


the trade or the poor, it is apprehended it will ſcarcely 
be felt. | N 


The public will pleaſe to obſerve, that the author, 
as well in his Plans for reducing the extraordinary ex- 
pences of the nation, &c. as in theſe Propoſals for taxes, 
has not introduced any matter for taxation, which will 
in the leaſt. burthen the poor; and he ſubmits to their 
conſideration, whether the taxes herein propoſed, and 
in the beforementioned Plans are not far more eligible, 
{at leaſt ſome of them) than the tax on each cart, wag- 
gon, Xc. wheel, which is evidently a tax on trade; or 
than the receipt-tax, which has raiſed ſo great a cla- 
mour throughout the kingdom. - And here the author 
| begs leave to obſerve, that the late miniſtry not being 

competent with regard to finance, and having too 
-much pride and obſtinacy to conſult and take the opi- 
nion of merchants, manufacturers, and others, who 
could and would have adviſed them in what manner 
0: Be * | 0 
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to impoſe taxes the leaft burthenſome to trade and the 
poor; for having plunged the nation into a bloody and 
expenſive war with America, and thereby diſtreſſed it 


with regard to its finances, were obliged to raiſe the ſup- : 


plies to carry on the war, and had very little confidera- 
tion with reſpe& to the encouragement of trade, or caſing 
the poor, and therefore continually impoſed taxes, whic 
were and ſtill continue a burthen to both. 


The author thinks he may with great truth ſay, that 
miniſtry, for ſome years paſt, have given themſelves very 
little time or trouble to conſider, whether the taxes they 
impoſed would or would not be a burthen to trade, or 
the poor; their only object being to levy taxes ſufficient 
to aniwer the exigencies of government; and theſe 
taxes, let them be what they would, they were ſure, on 
their propoſing them, to adopt, by the aſſiſtance of their 
dependents in the late Parliaments. 


It is well known that the late Financiers, in order 
to ſave themſelves trouble having neglected their buſi- 
neſs to near the time the budget ſhould þe opened) have 
given directions for the Book of Rates to be examined, 
to ſee what articles they might lay a further tax on, 
and having a liſt of articles before them ſelected for 
that purpoſe, they conſider that the tax on ſeveral of 
thoſe articles bring in a certain ſum, and conclude, that 
if they lay a duty or exciſe thereon, of one half, one 
third, one fourth, or one fifth more, it will raiſe the 
ſum wanted for the ſervice of the year; but if not, they 
had recourſe to new taxes, which were almoſt ſure to 
be a burthen on trade and the poor, as moſt of the taxes 
impoſed for ſome years paſt will evince upon examina- 
tion. = | 


The author has herein before-ſtated, that miniſters, 
in former Parliaments, (particularly the laſt} have had 
too much pride and obſtinacy to conſult, adviſe with, or 
take the opinion of thoſe who were competentin buſineſs 
of finance ; but as there were, are, and, it is hoped, al- 
ways will be, public ſpirited perſons in this kingdom, 
who wiſh to ſerve their king and country, and oy 

| have, 


1 

have, and will tranfmit their ideas, plans, and propoſals 
for raiſing money for the ſervice of government, the 
kaft buthenſome to trade and the poor, to every mini- 
ſtry; former miniſters, and particularly the laſt, have 
received great aſfiſtance in their duty in this reipect 
but have kept ſuch ideas, plans, or propoſals, in ſome 
mftances even for years, and ſelected from them what 
they thought proper to adopt, (without ſending. any 
anſwer to, or taking the leaſt notice of the perſons ſo 
tranſmitting them, or returning their plans or propoſals, 
though innumerable times applied to for that purpoſe } 
and atter fome time adopted thoſe very plans or propo- 
fats as their own; and if applied to by the authors, 
were fo barefaced and unjuft as to pretend they were 
their own ideas or thoughts ; which can be deemed very 
Iitle leſs than ſw—dl—g the author out of his proper = 
ty, or at leaſt the ſatisfaction he would have of its be- 
ing known that he was the author of the plans or pro- 
pofals fo adopted—many inſtances of which might be 
4 againſt former miniſters, particularly the laſt, 

his fſw—dl—g trick was practiſed by the laſt miniſtry 
on the author of theſe plans and propoſals for taxes, 
and plans for reducing the extraordinary expences of 
the nation, and gradually paying off the national debt, 


&c, His caſe is as follows, viz. 


He being determined to publiſh the plans for redu- 
eing the extraordinary expences of the nation, &c. pre- 
foamed to dedicate them to his Majeſty ; but before he 
_ publiſhed them, he was anxiouſly defirous that his Ma- 
jeſty might peruſe them in manuſcript ; for this pur= 
poſe he made a copy of them with his own hand (being 
unwilhng any perſon ſhould peruſe them execept the 
noble Duke *, whom he intended, and did requeſt to 
preſent them to his Majeſty) before they were preſented. 
He cauſed fuch copy to be elegantly bound, gilt, and 
Jettered z and the latter end of March, 1783, he took 
the liberty to Jeave it at the houſe of the noble Duke 
above referred to, with an earneſt requeſt, by letter, to 
his Grace, to preſent the ſame to his Majeſty, as his 
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| Grace, 


1 
Grace, on account of his then high office, had frequent 


acceſs to his Sovereign on account of the affairs of the 
E a : | 


After writing ſeveral letters to his Grace reſpecting 

theſe plans, and calling a great number of times at his 

Grace's houſe, he was acquainted (on 28th April, 
1783) that his Grace referred him. tot one of the late 
| Secretaries of the Treaiury * reſpecting theſe plans. 

He wrote to this gentleman immediately, who wrote 

him in anſwer, „That he knew nothing concerning 

„ theſe plans.“ This anſwer he directly communi- 
cated to his Grace. To en. 7 
On the 1ſt May, 1783, his Grace wrote to the au- 
.thor, that he, underſtood. he had ſent his manuſeript 
plans to him for his (his Grace's) on approbation, 
and only as a part of ſome more, extenſive plan which 
he (the author) was meditating; but if he wiſhed 
„„ that the M. S S. he left with him ſhould, in its 
(then) preſent ſtate, be preſented to his Majeſty, he 
& had no objection to preſent it accordingly.” 


755 On receipt of this; the author immediately wrote to 
his Grace, requeſting his Grace to preſent his plans to 
his Majeſty, according to his former requeſt, as they were 

compleat, as far as they extended, which his Grace might 
perceive by the concluſion of ſuch plans, and the au- 
thor's firſt letter to his Grace, and although the authof 

wrote ſeveral times to his Grace after this, leaving a 
card each time with his name on it, he never was ho- 
noured with any anſwer 'till 30th May, 1783, when his 
Grace wrote him, That he wiſhed he would apply to 
e the other late Secretary to the Treaſury , in whole. 
e hands his Grace acquainted the author his plan of 
6 taxes were. | | E 


Since 3oth May, 1783, the author wrote innumer- 
able letters to his Grace, and the laſt referred to late 
ſecretary, and called a great number of times at their 
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reſpective houſes (each time leaving a card with his 


name on it); but has not been able to procure an an- 
ſwer from either, nor his M. S S. plans, which were de- 
ſigned to be preſented to his Majeſty, returned him. 


The laſt miniſtry adopted part of one of theſe plans, 
viz. a tax on births, marriages and burials, and the ſame 
was paſled into a law. | 


The author's plan for a general regiſter, from which 
the above three taxes were taken, was intended to eaſe 
his Majeſty's ſubjects, and ſecure their property, parti- 
cularly the lower claſſes of them, inſtead of throwing 
on them a burthen, which the tax on births, marriages, 


and burials certainly will do; as the pooreſt perſon in 


the kingdom will be obliged to pay as much as the rich- 
eſt and moſt opulent. This plainly indicates that the 
laſt miniſtry had no regard on whom they threw the 
burthen ; as the plan for the general regiſter ſo clearly 
pointed out to them how to have laid this tax ſo as to 
eaſe, inſtead of burthening the poor. on 
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Prevent the pernicious PRACTICE of SMUGGLING. 
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late years taken up much of the time and atten- 
the evil being now 2 than ever; and as it is agreed 
almoſt univerſally, that ſome method ſhould be adopted 
to prevent. it, the following plan is ſubmitted for that 


tion of the legiſlature, hitherto to very. little purpoſe, 


purpoſe, vx. 


SECTION 1. That all duties and exciſe on every ſpe- 

cies of foreign goods imported, be taken off, and every 
perſon who deals in thoſe goods be obliged to take out 
and pay as much for a permit on vending thoſe goods, 
as the preſent duties and exciſe amount to. 
2. That every merchant or other importer of ſuch 
goods ſhall be obliged to have a certificate from the pro- 
per officer of the cuſtoms where the goods are landed 
and entered, of the quantity and quality of each ſpecies 
of goods fo landed and entered, with the time of en- 
tering the ſame, and the amount of the duties to be paid 
for each ſpecies of goods. 


3. That a very ſevere penalty be laid or inflicted on 
the merchant or importer who ſhall ſell or deliver, or 


cauſe or procure to be ſold or delivered; any ſuch goods 
to a wholeſale or retail dealer, or other perſon, without 
a permit ; and the ſame penalty on the wholeſale or re- 
tail dealer, or other perſon, who. ſhall buy or receive 
{ſuch goods without a permit. Fo | 


| A S the preventing this pernicious practice has of 
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4. That every merchant, importer, wholeſale and re- 
tail dealer, ſhall keep a book or books, wherein ſhall be 
entered an account of all goods received from the cu - 
ſtom-houſe by certificate, or from the merchant or im- 
porter by permit, and fold by permit, or as the caſe may 
be; and when and to whom ſold, and regularly file 
every certificate and permit, which he receives with any 
goods; which book or books, certificates and permits, 
the officers in their reſpective diſtricts ſhall be at liberty 
to inſpect, as well as the reſpective ſtocks at all times 
in the day, Sundays excepted. OR FS Is 


— 


5. That no merchant, importer, wholeſale or retail 
dealer, ſhall be obliged to take out a permit for any 
goods under a certain quantity, except for their own 
pregate ule. ß 7» Te : 
6. That every merchant, importer, wholeſale and re- 
tail dealer, ſhall at a certain period or periods, in every 
year make oath before the commiſſioners of the cuſtoins 
or exciſe, as the caſe may be, or ſuch other perſon or per- 
ſons as ſhall be appointed for that purpofe, That he, 
ſhe, or they have not or hath, directly or indirectly, re- 
ceived into his, her, or their houſe, ſhop,” warehouſe, or 

any other place belonging to him, her, or them, (nor 
any perſon or perſons in truſt for him, her, or them, or 
for his, her, or their uſe or account), or then have or 
hath in his, her, or their cuſtody any foreign goods 
whatſoever, but what he, ſhe, or they, have, or hath 
received by certificate or permit, as the caſe may be; 
which oath ſhall be written, or printed in a book, or 
books, to be kept for that purpoſe, ſigned by the party 
making the ſame, and witneſſed by the proper officer. 

7. That if it ſhould hereafter be diſcovered, that any 
merchant, importer, wholeſale or retail dealer, ſhall 
have ſold, delivered, or uſed more goods than' appears 
to have been received by certificate or permit, as the caſe 
may be, a ſevere penalty be laid or inflicted on him, her, 
or them for each offence ;* and moreover be liable to be 
indicted for perjury, if they have taken the before men- 
tioned oath; and perhaps it may be neceſſary to make 
jt felony for the ſecond offence. . 


8. That 


0 

8. That if any perſon or perſons ſhall at any time 
hereafter run or ſmuggle, or aſſiſt in the running or 
ſmuggling, any foreign goods whatſoever, either for his, 
her, or their own uſe, or for the uſe of any perſon or 
perſons whatſoever, ſuch perſon or perſons ſo offending, 

as alſo the perſon or perfons receiving or concealing the 
ſame, to be guilty of felony. : 8 | 

9. That if any perſon or perſons whatſoever belong- 
ing to or on board any ſhip or veſſel, or as paſſenger or 
paſſengers, or otherwiſe, ſhall hereafter ſel], diſpoſe of, 
or deliver, or cauſe or procure to be ſold, diſpoſed of, 
or delivered from on board ſuch ſhip or veſſel, to any 
perſon or perſons whatſoever, any foreign goods before 
ſuch ſhip or veſſel ſhall be cleared at the cuſtom-houſe 
of the port or place to which ſuch ſhip or veſſel is re- 
ſpectively bound, or into which ſuch ſhip or veſſel ſhall 
he obliged to put by ſtreſs of weather, or other unavoid- 
able accident, ſuch perſon or perſons ſo offending ſhall 
each of them be ſubject to a ſevere penalty for the firſt 
offence, and be guilty of felony for the ſecond offence, 

10. That the captain or perſon who ſhall have the 
chief command of any ſhip or veſſel at the time of the 
ſale, diſpoſal, or delivery of ſuch goods, ſo to be run or 
ſmuggled, as alfo the owner or owners of ſuch ſhip or 
veſſel, to be liable to a ſevere penalty. 

11. This penalty on the. captains, or chief officers 
and owners of ſhips and veſſels, it is apprehended will 
be the means of greatly checking the practice of ſmug- 
cling, as they will moſt undoubtedly, for their own - 
ſafety and ſecurity, give direction to the inferior officers 
and men not to ſuffer the crew of any veſſel or boat 
ſuſpected to be ſmugalers, to come on board or along- 
| fide of any ſuch ſhip or veſſel; and alſo directions 
when they go on ſhore, not to carry any foreign goods 
with them, or have any intercourſe - whatever with 
ſmugglers, or perſons reputed to be ſuch. 

12. It may be objected, that as there will be occaſion 
for great numbers of permits, there will alſo be occaſion 
for a great number of officers to make out thoſe per- 
mits, and to inſpect the merchants, importers, whole- 
ſale and retail dealers certificates and permits, as alſo 

22 | | their 


( J 


their houſes, warehouſes, ſhops and other places; to 


ſee the quantity of their ſtock, and examine their books 
from time to time, which will be an additional expence 
to government. In anſwer to this, it can only be ſaid, 
That it is apprehended it will not be nearly ſo conſi- 


derable as the preſent expence of veſſels, their officers 
and men, ani the ſeveral revenue officers Lago by 
this plan 


government to prevent ſmuggling. Beſides, i 
ſhould be adopted, great numbers of the preſent revenue 


_ officers will become uſeleſs, and may be employed in. 
this new duty : but ſhould this plan be attended with 


an expence oi ſome thouſand pounds a-year, it would be 
the means of ſaving government ſome millions yearly. 
13. The author having reviſed the beforegoing plan, 
is of opinion, That it will be more eligible and ſecure 
for government to have the duty paid by the merchant 
or importer of all foreign goods, at the time of landing 
and entering the fame; or that all foreign goods im- 


ported, which pay a htÞh duty, ſhould be warehouſed 


on importation, in warehoufes to be provided to the ſa- 
tisfaction of the proper officers, at the importer's ex- 
pence, and under the joint locks of the King and pro- 


prietor, ſubject only to the payment of the duties for 


the ſame when taken out of the warehouſe for home 
conſumption ; and if taken out for exportation, the 
ſame to be delivered free of all duties whatſocver. That 


a certificate or certificates be granted by the proper offi - 
cer of the cuſtoms, from time to time, as ſuch goods 


{ſhall reſpectively be delivered from ſuch warehoutes— 
ſuch certificate or certificates to contain the quantity and 


quality of each ſpecies of goods, and the amount of tlie 


duty paid for them reſpeCtively ;—And that ſuch mer- 
chant or 1nporter ſhould nat vend or ditpoſe of any 
ſuch goods, above a certain quantity, to any wholefale 


or retail dealer, or any other perſon, without a permit; 
nor any wholeſaie or retail dealer, or other perſon, re- 


ccive the ſame without a permit, under a ſevere penalty. 
If this method ſhould be purſued, it would fave the 


expence of a great number of revenue officers, and ren- 
der the oath herein before- mentioned (in Sect. 6.) un- 
neceſſary. And as the attending at the reſpective places 


to 
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to take ſuch oath would be very troubleſome to mer- | 
_ chants and dealers, and ſometimes (where places at 


which the oath is to be taken are diſtant from their ha- 
bitations) occaſion expence and loſs of time, it is pre- 


ſumed, if each permit was charged with a ſtamp duty, 


in proportion to the quantity and value of each ſpecies 
of goods (above a certain quantity or value) contained 
in each permit, ſuch ſtamp duty would be chearfully 
paid by merchants and dealers, to be excuſed attending 
and taking ſuch oath.—T his would raiſe a confiderable 
fum annually for government, with little or no ex- 
pence in collecting, as theſe permits might be made out 
by the preſent revenue officers. | Ha, 

The author begs leave to obſerve to merchants and 
the woollen manufacturers of this kingdom, that the 


French manufacture a fine, thin, cheap ſort of woollen 


cloth, which they ſend in great quantities up the Le- 
vant, it being a cloth greatly admired by the Turks and 
Perſians, who give an extraordinary price for it, as they 
cannot be ſupplied with it from any place but France. 
If our woollen manufacturers would apply themſelves to 
this particular branch, it would be opening a new trade, 
by which means they might keep our manufacturers at 
home, by conſtantly employing them.—The avthor 


ſome years ago mentioned this manufacture to ſome 


woollen-drapers, who repreſented it to their clothiers, 


whoſe anſwers were, that they did not chuſe to make 


ſuch bad cloth, as it would bring diſgrace on their wool. 

len manufacures.—Perhaps circumſtances may have 
altered the caſe, and that ſome of them would now, if 

they found it a profitable branch, engage in it. 

It is preſumed, That if the 8th, gth, 1oth, 11th, 
(part of the 12th,) and 13th ſections were adopted, with 
ſome alterations and amendments, it would effectually 
prevent ſmuggling, without enforcing the beforegoing 
Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, or 7.—and. indeed he wiſhes 


(if the plan can be conſiſtently carried into execution 


without them) that they might be omitted; as thoſe 
Sections coincide too much with Lord N—th's plan for 
eonveriing the cuſtoms on tobacco, wine, brandy, and tea, 
| IT 3 inis 
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into trick exciſes, and making the penalties very high, and 
the 18 of levying them very great. | 

f this plan, or ſomething ſimilar to it, ſhould be 
carried into execution, proviſion might be made therein 
effectually to prevent the clandeſtine exportation of 
woo!, ſheep, and oxen, and other articles, io univerſally 
practiſed on al:noſt every part of the Engliſh and Scotcly 
coaſts. And indeed it is preſumed, that this plan alone 
would be almoſt ſufficient to prevent this great evil; 
for as this clandeſtine traffic is principally carried on 
by ſmugglers, who land goods on the Englith and Scotch 
coaſts ; it the pernicious practice of ſmuggling goods 
inwards was prevented, it would in a great meaſure pre- 

vent this clandeſtine traffic outwards, which is fo very 
prejudicial to this country, not only with reſpect to the 
| wool ſupplied to our enemies, which would moſt pro- 
bably be manufactured here, and ſold to thoſe very ene- 
mies, or exported to other foreign countries, and the 
colonies ; but alſo with reſpect to the dearneſs of mut- 
ton “, beef, and other proviſions; this clandeſtine traf- 
fic cauſing ſo great a ſcarcity therein. This is very 
| ſeverely felt by the poor and middling claſs of people, 
particularly manufacturers, who are continually emi— 
grating on account of their want of employment, (par- 
_ ticularly in the woollen manufactures) and the ſcarcity 
of proviſions, as foreigners give ſo great encouragement 
to our manufacturers; and, therefore, if proviſions con- 
tinue ſo dear, greater wages muſt be given to manu- 
facturers, which will enhance the prices of our manu- 
factures ſo much, as totally in time to deprive this 
country of all foreign trade, as well as the trade to the 
colonies; as the French and other nations will be ena- 
bled to underſel us greatly; as they can make their 
goods much cheaper than we can, by reaſon of their 
inticing into their ſervice ſo great a number of our ma- 
nufacturers, who are unable to ſupport themſelves and 
families here. | 


* By ſeveral informations which the author has received reſpe&ing the 
clandeſtine carrying of ſheep to France, he computes that there cannot be 
leſs than five hundred thouſand carried there within the laſt year,---Mut- - 


To 


ton is 24d. a pound more than it was at this time laſt year. 
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To conclude: Smuggling, if not prevented ſoon, will 
be more and more deſtructive to this kingdom, not only 
with regard to its revenue, but to its trade and manu- 
factures, as commerce and the revenue would much in- 
creaſe, if there was no ſmuggling: And it is imagined, 
that there can be no greater indulgence or encourage- 
ment given to the merchant, importer, and fair trader; 
than preventing this pernicious practice, 
As trade is the great ſource of the riches of this king- 
dom, every clog or impediment thereto will of courſe 
check it, and cauſe expence-and-delay,. which will fail 
on the conſumer, and leſſen the revenue; and there- 
fore the author has introduced the 13th ſection, (and 
omitted the firſt ſeven ſections, and part of the 12th), 
as leſs burthenſome and clogging to trade: And he ap- 
prehends, that if that part of the 13th ſection, which 
reſpects the warehouſing of goods was to be adopted, it 
would be of infinite eaſe and advantage to merchants 
and importers for home-conſumption, as well as for 
exportation, as they are very frequently obliged to bor- 
row money, and give great intereſt or premiums there- 
for, in order to. diſcharge duties; which, if they can- 
not accompliſh within a ſhort time after the arrival of 
the ſhip or veſſel, at the port where ſhe is to be cleared, 
the merchant or importer muſt be at the expence of 
demurrage till ſhe is cleared and the duty paid. | 
If the goods either for home-conſumption or expor- 
tation, are not taken from the warehouſes within two 
years, the goods to be ſold to pay the home-conſump- 
tion duties, and warehouſe room; the reſidue of the 
produce, if any, to be paid to the proprietor of the 
goods, | 
If merchants and importers were to haye theſe and 
ſome few other indulgencies (which may be ſuggeſted 
by ſome abler hand) they would increaſe their com- 
merce, which would be the means of increaſing the re- 
venue, and be a great ſaving to the conſumers of all 
goods imported, as the merchants and importers could 
ſell their goods at a much lower price than at preſent, 
both for home-conſumption and exportation, 


The 
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| | Committee appointed to inquire into the illicit prac+-. 
1 tices uſed in defrauding the revenue, have recommend- 
Ii ed in their report vigorous meaſures, it is preſumed 
10 | meaſures leſs ſo than thoſe mentioned in the above 
19 * plan, will have but little or no effect; and why ſhould 


l 
as - 


* 
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The above plan is ſomewhat coercive; but as the 


the legiſlature heſitate, in the leaſt, to purſue ſuch mea- 
ſures as would effectually prevent the pernicious prac- 
=: tice of ſmuggling, as no one would ſuffer but the f- 
= fenders, and as it would be ſo great an advantage to the 
Wl. revenue and the fair trader ! 


